Giant fibrosarcoma prostuberans of abodominal wall: management problems in resources-constrained country.
Abdominal wall sarcomas represent less than 1% of adult malignancies. Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans can grow to very large sizes and the recommended resection 2-3 cm from the macroscopic tumour margin can produce very large full thickness defects of the abdominal wall. Reconstruction of such defects can be quite challenging in resource constrained areas where patients present late with giant lesions. To highlight the presentation and management challenges faced by the surgical oncologist and reconstructive surgeon in a resource constrained country when faced with giant Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans of the abdominal wall. Prospective study of patients with abdominal wall soft tissue sarcoma presenting to the authors. Cases of giant dermatofibrosarcoma protuberns who underwent surgery were analysed. Seven cases managed over an eight year period (January 2000 to December 2007). Age ranged from 27-70 yrs with slight female preponderance 1.5:1 F:M. Three presented with recurrent fungating masses. Only one could be reconstructed with prolene mesh. One recurrence was noted during the period under study. Poverty, ignorance and lack of necessary working tools are major challenges faced by the surgical oncologist and reconstructive surgeon in resource constrained areas and pose a major obstacle to the control of cancer in these areas.